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Dear Member:

We have an unprecedented opportunity in 2010 and we need your help!

The U.S. Department of Education is working on the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (aka No Child Left Behind), and we need you to help ensure that the bill includes provisions for pre-K through grade 12 environmental and outdoor education, as outlined in the No Child Left Inside Act.

Please take time right now to send an email to ESEA.comments@ed.gov and let Secretary Duncan and the Obama Administration know that you support the inclusion of NCLI in the reauthorized ESEA. 
DOE officials have indicated that public comments on ESEA are being carefully scrutinized as they consider new language for the bill. Together, with other members of the National NCLI Coalition, we have set a goal of flooding DOE with 50,000 comments about the need to include environmental education in ESEA. 

Following is a template that you can cut and paste and send to: ESEA.comments@ed.gov. Please consider personalizing the email to include your reasons for supporting NCLI as an educator, health advocate, outdoor enthusiast, business person or parent. 
Thank you for taking action!

Dear Secretary Duncan,

As you consider strategies to strengthen and amend ESEA, I urge you to consider the provisions laid out in the No Child Left Inside Act, which would expand opportunities for environmental and outdoor education in America’s schools. Comprehensive environmental education has been shown to improve student achievement across core subject areas and increase engagement in learning. Environmental education is critical to providing our students with the knowledge and skills to tackle complex problems, and succeed in a green economy. What’s more, getting kids outside and active promotes a healthy lifestyle that is essential to fighting obesity and reducing symptoms associated with attention deficit disorder, depression, and stress. 

Leaving environmental education out of ESEA would be a missed opportunity to improve education while helping to systemically address the Obama administration’s other priorities of energy independence, a strengthened economy, and a healthier nation. I support the inclusion of NCLI in the reauthorized ESEA. 

Sincerely,

