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APRIL IS OUTDOOR HERITAGE MONTH 
IN PENNSYLVANIA’S ALLEGHENIES!
Working document.  Red  = Stuff I still need to add to the web file.

GET READY FOR OUTDOOR HERITAGE MONTH WITH THIS ACTIVITY:
Earth Hour

March 28th  8:30pm
Join people around the world, who will turn off their lights for one hour at 8:30pm. www.earthhour.org 

APRIL IS ALSO:

National Garden Month www.nationalgardenmonth.org
Children & Nature Awareness Month www.childrenandnature.org
APRIL OUTDOOR HERITAGE MONTH EVENTS INCLUDE:

Outdoor Heritage Month Kick-Off Festivities

April 3RD, 9:30 – 11am, REI’s Bedford Distribution Center
Ceremony to include presentation of PA House of Representatives Resolution, declaring April Outdoor Heritage Month in PA’s Allegheny Mountains.  A tour of REI’s green building will follow.  By invitation only – Become an Outdoor Heritage Month partner and you will be invited!
Sponsored by: REI, Natural Biodiversity, Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team, and Outdoor Heritage Month Partners

For more information, contact Kristin Sewak, Natural Biodiversity: ksewak@naturalbiodiversity.org or 814-532-5049.

WORKSHOP: Macro Madness -- What's Living in Your Water? 
April 4th, 12:30 – 2:30pm, Johnstown Heritage Discovery Center
Presenters: Melissa Reckner, Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team; and Kathy Randall, Shade Creek Watershed Association
Workshop audience: 4th-6th graders; parents also welcome
Cost: $5 per child, free to JAHA members

Macro-invertebrates are animals without a backbone that are large enough to be seen without a microscope. They're scavengers, filterers, and predators -- and fish food. In this hands-on workshop, kids will collect, identify, and observe living macro-invertebrates, and learn more about what makes these critters tick. Finally, kids will have the chance to "build a bug" -- that is, design and test their own macro-invertebrate using common objects. 

www.jaha.org/ChildrensMuseum/specialevents.html
Sponsored by: Johnstown Area Heritage Association, Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team, and Shade Creek Watershed Association
Contact Gwen Hartnett at 814-539-1889 to register. 

Farmer Jason Concert                                                                                                                               April 4th, 2:30pm, Johnstown Heritage Discovery Center                                                                       A hit at the AmeriServ Johnstown FolkFest 2005 and 2008, JAHA is pleased to bring Farmer Jason back to Johnstown! The alter-ego of Jason Ringenberg of the legendary alt-country band Jason & the Scorchers, Farmer Jason delights kids and adults alike with his witty, entertaining songs. Wrote No Depression, “"Sounding as excited as a Captain Crunched 6-year old on Saturday morning, Farmer Jason dares you not to sing along. Resistance is utterly futile whether you're 7 or 70."                                           Sponsored by: Johnstown Area Heritage Association
Contact Gwen Hartnett at 814-539-1889 to register. 

Clear Shade Creek Fish Stocking

April 9Th 8:30 AM, Iron Bridge

Sponsored by: Mountain Laurel Trout Unlimited

For more information, contact Randy Buchanan at 814-467-4034.

National Environmental Education Week

April 12TH – 18TH 

National Environmental Education Week (EE Week) is the largest organized environmental education event in the United States. Made possible by Canon, it increases the educational impact of Earth Day by creating a full week of educational preparation, learning, and activities in K-12 classrooms, nature centers, zoos, museums, and aquariums. By participating in EE Week, you encourage your students to make a difference in their schools, homes, and communities! 
For more information, visit www.eeweek.org.  
LECTURE: The History, Evolution and Future of the American Garden

April 13th, 11:30am, Community Arts Center of Cambria County

Presenter: Kristin Sewak,National Wildlife Federation Habitat Stewards Host, Natural Biodiversity .

Learn how the influences of our European heritage have shaped the modern American garden, landscape and lawn.  Increasingly, environmental considerations are changing the way we use our land.   Join in the discussion about the future of our gardens—the possibilities are endless! 

Sponsored by: Johnstown Garden Club

Rain Barrel Workshop

April 14TH, 7:00 PM, Paint Township Municipal Building

Cost: $10.00

Learn how to manage storm water runoff, conserve water, and save money!  Participate in this workshop and take home a rain barrel.

Registration required by calling Amanda Deal at 814-445-2997 or emailing amanda-scd@wpia.net.

Sponsored by: Somerset Conservation District and Paint Creek Regional Watershed Association

Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team Spring Sampling Round

April 15TH – 29TH 
Contact Melissa Reckner for details: mreckner@kcstreamteam.org or 814-444-2669.

LECTURE: My Own Backyard or Yours!  Poetry to Create a Sense of Place

April 16TH, 7pm, Johnstown Heritage Discovery Center
Presenter: Sandee Gertz Umbach 
FREE!

Clothes lines, garden tomatoes and neighbors shooting the breeze across the fence – these elements can be found in many Pennsylvania backyards.  What makes your neighborhood special and unique?  Learn how one steel town neighborhood undertook a poetry and art project based on observation and exploration of the urban landscape – the good, bad and downright colorful! Bed led in creative writing exercises that get you writing poetry about your own childhood home.  Be inspired by the rich material of porch culture, meals in the old kitchen and the uneven sidewalks of your early years.  Hear examples of neighborhood poetry and learn how to use all of your senses to evoke rich memories through crafted writing.  Anyone can write poetry with easy prompts that help you to express yourself and preserve important visual memories.  Learn how geography affects upbringing and how your original backyard still may be influencing your ways of thinking and relating.  The presentation includes a PowerPoint display and documentary video.

This presentation is a program of the Pennsylvania Humanities Council, a private, nonprofit organization that represents Pennsylvania in the Federal-State Partnership of the National Endowment for the Humanities.  
Sponsored by: Shade Creek Watershed Association

Reservations are preferred, but not required.  
Contact Gwen Hartnett at 814-539-1889 to register. 

Quemahoning Creek Fish Stocking

April 17TH, 8am
Sponsored by: Jenner Community Sportsmen’s Club.  
For more information, contact Len Lichvar: 814-445-4652 Ext. 136.
FIRST DAY OF TROUT SEASON! 

April 18th 

WORKSHOP: Back to Basics: How Families Can Save Money and the Planet Together

April 18th, 1 – 2:15pm, Johnstown Heritage Discovery Center

Presenter: Kristin Sewak

Cost: $5 per child, free to JAHA members

A workshop for K-6th graders and their parents about hands-on ways to conserve, while providing wildlife with habitat and people with food - even in an urban setting. www.jaha.org/ChildrensMuseum/specialevents.html
Sponsored by: Johnstown Area Heritage Association and Natural Biodiversity.
Contact Gwen Hartnett at 539-1889 to register.
WORKSHOP: Rocks, Mineral and Fossils

April 18th, 1 – 2:30pm, Johnstown Heritage Discovery Center

Presenter: Stephen Lindberg, adjunct UPJ professor of geology, high school geology teacher
Cost: $5 per participant, free to JAHA members 

Workshop audience: 5th-8th graders; parents also welcome
Learn how to identify rocks, minerals and fossils with JAHA's "visiting geologist"! In this hands-on class, parents and kids will look at a variety of rock collections and discuss identifying characteristics. Participants are encouraged to bring rocks to the workshop too. What's more, everyone will go home with a small rock collection of their own.

For details, check out www.jaha.org/ChildrensMuseum/specialevents.html
Sponsored by: Johnstown Area Heritage Association 

Contact Gwen Hartnett at 539-1889 to register. 

WORKSHOP: Saving for a Sunny Day

April 18th, 2:15 – 3:15, Johnstown Heritage Discovery Center

Presenter: Amanda Deal

Cost: $5 per child, free to JAHA members

A workshop for parents and children about water resources - and each participant will make a rain collection barrel to take home. For details, check out
www.jaha.org/ChildrensMuseum/specialevents.html
Sponsored by: Johnstown Area Heritage Association and Somerset Conservation District
Contact Gwen Hartnett at 539-1889 to register. 

ENTERTAINMENT: Bruce Young to Present Pennsylvania Mountain Voices Concert

April 18th, 4pm, Johnstown Heritage Discovery Center
FREE!

Pennsylvania Mountain Voices seeks to evoke through song and music the lives and times of people living and working in 19th century Pennsylvania. Banjo, fiddle, guitar and dulcimer music will accompany the songs, which provide a lively window to view, in their own words, the people who wrote them. Based in State College, Bruce Young (pictured) is a talented multi-instrumentalist who has been presenting folk music for 30 years. 
This presentation is a program of the Pennsylvania Humanities Council, supported in part by a grant from the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission.  The Pennsylvania Humanities Council, a nonprofit organization, inspires individuals to enjoy and share a life of learning. 

Sponsored by: Johnstown Area Heritage Association

Reservations are preferred, but not required.  
Contact Gwen Hartnett at 539-1889 to register. 

Westmoreland Earth Day

April 18th, 12-4pm, Winnie Palmer Nature Reserve at St. Vincent College
The goal of Westmoreland Earth Day is to demonstrate the connections that exist between members of the community and our local natural resources, heighten environmental awareness, and increase citizen involvement in environmental organizations.    This year’s theme is “Living Simple”.  

For more information, go to www.westmorelandearthday.org.  
Raystown Lake Cleanup Day

April 18th, 8am – 12pm, Raystown Lake

Help remove unsightly trash from remote areas of lakeshore – a great family volunteer opportunity!  Free volunteer lunch provided.

Sponsored by: US Army Corps of Engineers.

Contact Ranger Bean at 814-658-6812 for details.

National Park Week 

April 18th -26th 
National Park Week is an annual, Presidentially-proclaimed week for celebration and recognition of Your National Parks.  Your National Parks are living examples of the best this Nation has to offer - our magnificent natural landscapes and our varied yet interrelated heritage. Parks can provide recreational experiences, opportunities to learn and grow, and places of quiet refuge.  This year, take a moment, an hour, a day to visit the national parks near you. 
For more information, visit www.nps.gov/npweek/.
PA Fish and Boat Commission Quarterly Meeting 

April 20th – 21st  
Seven Springs Mountain Resort
For more information, contact Len Lichvar: 814-445-4652 Ext. 136.

LECTURE: From Nature Study to Environmental Literacy: Rachel Carson as Teacher

April 21ST, 7pm, Johnstown Heritage Discovery Center

FREE!

The 19th century nature study educational movement attracted scientists, naturalists, teachers and others fascinated by nature's beauty and mysteries. Its proponents advocated learning through the senses by direct observation of the natural world. The Pennsylvania hills provided fertile ground for such ideas and Maria McLean Carson explored them with her star pupil, her daughter Rachel, who went on to write several classic books. This presentation, which is sponsored by the Pennsylvania Environmental Council, explores how nature study has influenced the 21st century concept of environmental literacy, and how Rachel Carson influenced the process. Presenter Vivienne Shaffer of Pittsburgh is program coordinator for the Creative Nonfiction Foundation, and formerly served as education and museum director, Rachel Carson Homestead Association. 

This presentation is a program of the Pennsylvania Humanities Council, supported in part by the National Endowment for the Humanities and its We the People initiative.  The Pennsylvania Humanities Council, a nonprofit organization, inspires individuals to enjoy and share a life of learning. 

Sponsored by: Pennsylvania Environmental Council

Reservations are preferred, but not required.  
Contact Gwen Hartnett at 539-1889 to register. 

Earth Day

April 22nd 
Earth Day Network (EDN) grew out of the original Earth Day in 1970. Earth Day Network is a driving force steering environmental awareness around the world. Through EDN, activists connect, interact, and have an impact on their communities, and create positive change in local, national, and global policies. EDN's international network reaches over 17,000 organizations in 174 countries. Our domestic programs engage 5,000 groups and over 25,000 educators coordinating millions of community development and environmental protection activities throughout the year. Earth Day is the only event celebrated simultaneously around the globe by people of all backgrounds, faiths and nationalities. More than a billion people participate in Earth Day each year. 

For more information, visit ww2.earthday.net.   
Outdoor Adventures!
April 23rd – 24th, 9am – 3pm Daily.  Summer’s Best Two Weeks at Quemahoning Lake.

Outdoor Adventures is a one-day field trip designed to teach elementary school children about … empower them to experience … and inspire them to nurture … nature! Representatives of more than 40 organizations will be there to help kids explore concepts such as watersheds, wildlife habitat, invasive species and energy. Last year kids fished, got close to live birds of prey, hiked in the forest, and watched a working windmill among many other activities.  Outdoor Adventures is endorsed by the Pennsylvania Association of Environmental Educators (PAEE).
Sponsored by: Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team, Natural Biodiversity, and Outdoor Heritage Month Partners
For more information, visit www.ohmonth.com/adventures.  
Arbor Day

April 24th

Arbor Day is a nationally-celebrated observance that encourages tree planting and care. Plant some trees & report your efforts to Outdoor Heritage Month partners, www.ohmonth.com, to help us offset Outdoor Heritage Month’s carbon footprint.
For more information, visit www.arborday.org.  
WHITEWATER FUN: Stonycreek Rendezvous

April 24th – 26th 

Rain or shine there will be plenty of activities, including a raft trip Saturday and Sunday, a moving-water/class I race Saturday, a down river race Friday late afternoon and an amateur rodeo Saturday.  New for this year will be a play boat X sprint race.  For friends that do not paddle (and early Saturday paddlers), there is an organized mountain bike ride Saturday afternoon as well.
Sponsored by: Bens Creek Canoe Club

For more information, visit www.benscreekcanoeclub.org/rendezvous.
Global and National Youth Service Days

April 24TH -26TH 

Millions of youth participate in Global Youth Service Day, the largest service event in the world. They tutor young children, engage in disaster relief, register new voters, educate their communities about good nutrition, distribute HIV/AIDs prevention materials and meet many more community needs through their service. Global Youth Service Day supports youth on a life-long path of service and civic engagement, and educates the public, the media, and elected officials about the role of youth as community leaders. 

For more information, visit http://ysa.org/NatlGYSD/tabid/59/Default.aspx.  
WORKSHOP: Tremendous Trees 

April 25th, 1 - 2:30 pm, Johnstown Heritage Discovery Center 
Workshop audience: Kindergarten-2nd grade kids 

Presenter: Mallory Muir, Elementary school teacher, Tyrone School District
Cost:$5 per child, free to JAHA members 

Join us for a fun, hands-on science and math workshop that's all about trees! Kids will create bark and leaf rubbings, learn about the different parts of a leaf, measure trees and determine their ages. Reading activities related to trees will also be included.

For details, check out www.jaha.org/ChildrensMuseum/specialevents.html
Sponsored by: Johnstown Area Heritage Association

Contact Gwen Hartnett at 539-1889 to register. 


WORKSHOP: Fish Stabiles (Sculptures) 

April 25th, 2:30-4:30 pm, Johnstown Heritage Discovery Center  
Presenter: Karen Mish, Elementary school art teacher, North Star School District
Workshop audience: 2nd-4th graders
Cost: $5 per child, free to JAHA members
A fun, creative art workshop about sculpture! Kids will learn about mobiles, or sculptures that move, and stabiles, sculptures that stay in one place. Using the artwork of Alexander Calder as inspiration, they'll create their own stabile to take home, using a fish theme. 
Sponsored by: Johnstown Area Heritage Association

Contact Gwen Hartnett at 539-1889 to register. 

WORKSHOP: Nature Journaling

April  25th, 2:30-4:30 pm, Johnstown Heritage Discovery Center
Presenter: Heidi Mullendore, park naturalist, Canoe Creek State Park 
Workshop audience: 5th - 8th graders
Cost: $5 per participant, free to JAHA members
Come draw closer to nature! Learn cool tricks to draw and write about nature, and have fun creating an amazing nature journal to take back home.
Sponsored by: Johnstown Area Heritage Association 
Contact Gwen Hartnett at 539-1889 to register.
LECTURE: Discovering Architectural Clues to Your Community’s Past

April 25th, 3pm, Bottle Works Ethnic Arts Center

Presenter: Bryan Van Sweden, Historic Preservation Specialist, Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission

Take a walk through Cambria City and learn how to detect its historical development in the houses, churches and businesses that line its streets.  Almost every building offers visual clues about its past.  Assembling these pieces of the puzzle can help residents and visitors start to see how the community has changed over time.  Preservationist Bryan Van Sweden Demonstrates how to “read” buildings by recognizing these architectural clues.

This presentation is a program of the Pennsylvania Humanities Council, supported in part by a grant from the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission. The Pennsylvania Humanities Council, a nonprofit organization, inspires individuals to enjoy and share a life of learning.
Laurel Highlands Conservation Landscapes: the Place for our Economic Future

April 26th – 27th, Hidden Valley Four Seasons Resort
Learn about the Laurel Highlands Conservation Landscape Initiative.  Participate in conversations that will help you discover how you and your community can benefit from the CLI – a project that seeks to improve our already outstanding recreational assets & conserve the incredible natural features as part of an economic-development strategy to create sustainable communities.  

For more information, contact Donna at the National Road Heritage Corridor: 724-437-9877.

PRESENTATION: Out of the Ground

April 30th, 7pm, Johnstown Heritage Discovery Center

Presenter: Andy McAllister

FREE!

A  documentary - Southwestern Pennsylvania has been profoundly shaped by its industrial past. Coal was the fuel of this region's rise to prominence through the steel industry, and the most important fuel of the Industrial Revolution. With particular focus on our largely immigrant ancestors who lived, worked, and died in the region's coal mining communities during the late 19th and early to mid 20th centuries, Out of the Ground ties our present-day lives to theirs and sheds light on the region, its people, and their contribution towards the shaping of a nation.
For details, check out www.jaha.org/ChildrensMuseum/specialevents.html
Sponsored by: Johnstown Area Heritage Association and Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team
Reservations are preferred but not required.  Contact Gwen Hartnett to register: 814-539-1889.

	



Support for the workshops at Johnstown Heritage Discovery Center are partially funded through the Grable Foundation.

 
As of March 19, 2009


