	Comparison of the Candidates

	
	Obama
	McCain

	Healthcare
	Obama’s plan would mandate coverage for children, while giving all adults access to coverage through a mix of private and expanded public insurance programs.  Employers would be required to offer employee health benefits or contribute to the cost of the public program.   He would also create the National health Insurance Exchange to oversee insurers and help individuals and small businesses buy coverage.  Benefits would be similar to those offered to federal employees. Obama would expand Medicaid and SCHIP. His plan would also lower prescription drug costs and increase paid sick leave.  He has estimated that the package would cost up to $65 billion a year (after unspecified savings from increasing system efficiency) and would raise taxes on wealthier families to pay for the cost.  
	Under McCain’s plan, every family will receive a direct refundable tax credit - effectively cash - of $2,500 for individuals and $5,000 for families per year to offset the cost of insurance. Health insurance premiums, however, would become part of an individual’s taxable income.  He would encourage and expand the benefits of Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) for families.   He also proposes to work with states to create a federally-supported Guaranteed Access Plan (GAP) for people who are denied coverage due to pre-existing conditions. He proposes to introduce greater competition to reduce health care and prescription drug costs.  He has not said how he will pay for his plan.

	Ethical & Woman’s Issues
	Obama supports a woman’s right to choose and wants to preserve Roe v. Wade. He opposes any constitutional amendment to overturn the Supreme Court's decision. In 2007, he voted against banning partial birth abortion, but in 2008, he stated that it was ok for states to restrict late-term partial birth abortion.  Obama supports embryonic stem cell research. He supports civil unions and supports repeal of the Defense of Marriage Act, which denies federal recognition of same-sex marriages and gives states the right to refuse to recognize such marriages. He supports the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act and Title IX.
	McCain is pro-life. He wants to overturn Roe v. Wade and send the abortion issue back to the states. He voted in 2003 to ban partial birth abortions (except where maternal life is in jeopardy). He voted yes on notifying parents of minors who get out-of-state abortions and no on $100M to reduce teen pregnancy by education & contraceptives. 

He supports abstinence-only programs.  He voted to expand embryonic stem cell lines in 2007, but states, as president, he will support “types of scientific study that do not involve the use of human embryos.”  McCain voted for the federal Defense of Marriage Act. He opposes the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act.

	Energy & Oil
	Obama’s plan proposes to create five million new jobs by investing $150 billion over the next 10 years in green technologies.  He also wants to put 1 million plug-in hybrid cars on the road by 2015 (with tax credits), raise fuel economy standards for cars, and ensure 10 percent of our electricity comes from renewable sources by 2012 (25 percent by 2025).  He proposes to implement an economy-wide cap-and-trade program to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 80 percent by 2050. Obama proposes to launch a "Green Job Corps" for disadvantaged youth. He is against offshore drilling, but would allow it to get a bi-partisan agreement on an energy plan.   He is against drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. He supports an oil and gas windfall profits tax.  He supports nuclear energy provided it’s clean and safe.
	McCain proposes to expand domestic oil exploration and the exploration and use of domestic supplies of natural gas.   He also supports clean coal and wants to build 45 nuclear power plants by 2030.  McCain encourages green technologies, but doesn’t propose any specific federal programs for them.  He will enforce existing fuel economy standards for cars, but will give tax credits for hybrid vehicles.  He proposes implementing a cap-and-trade program to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 66 percent by 2050.  McCain called to lift the federal ban on offshore oil drilling to let states decide.  He does not support drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.  He does not support an oil and gas windfall profits tax.

	Education
	Obama's Zero to Five Plan will encourage universal pre-K programs through Early Learning Challenge Grants.  He proposes an overhaul of the No Child Left Behind law to better measure student progress, make room for non-core subjects like music and art, and be less punitive toward failing schools. His plan would provide a tax credit to pay up to $4,000 of college costs for students who perform 100 hours of community service a year. Obama would pay for part of his plan by ending corporate tax deductions for CEO pay. He would expand Head Start programs and place emphasis on recruiting, preparing, retaining, and rewarding good teachers.  He supports charter schools.
	McCain has not proposed any early childhood programs, but he would reward existing Head Start programs that excel in early learning programs (called Centers of Excellence in Head Start).  He would provide incentives to recruit teachers who graduate in the top 25 percent of their class or who participate in alternative teacher recruitment programs and bonuses for those who locate in the most challenging educational settings, teach subjects like math and science, and demonstrate student improvement. He proposes funding for online educational opportunities and community colleges.  He voted for No Child Left Behind.  He believes “parents should be empowered with school choice to send their children to the school that can best educate them”

	Defense
	Obama spoke out against the war and opposed the troop increase. He voted against one major military spending bill in May 2007; otherwise he has voted in favor of money to support the war. He proposes a complete withdrawal of combat troops from Iraq in 16 months. He would increase American troops in Afghanistan.  He proposes direct diplomacy with Iranian leaders to give U.S. more credibility to press for tougher international sanctions. He says he would intensify diplomatic pressure on Tehran before Israel feels the need to take unilateral military action against Iranian nuclear facilities.
	McCain opposes scheduling a troop withdrawal in Iraq, saying the latest strategy is succeeding. He supported the decision to go to war, but was an early critic of the manner in which the Bush Administration prosecuted it. He was a key backer of the troop increase. He proposes to have permanent U.S. peacekeeping forces in Iraq. He also wants to increase troop presence in Afghanistan. He favors tougher sanctions and opposes direct high-level talks with President Ahmadinejad of Iran. 

	Economy
	Obama would raise income taxes on wealthiest Americans ($250,000+ earners) and raise their capital gains and dividends taxes. He would raise corporate taxes. He would give $80 billion in tax breaks mainly for poor workers and elderly, including tripling Earned Income Tax Credit for minimum-wage workers and a higher credit for larger families. He proposes to eliminate the tax-filing requirement for senior workers making under $50,000  He would create a new "Making Work Pay" tax credit of up to $500 per person or $1,000 per working family. He would eliminate capital gains taxes for start-ups and repeal tax incentives to companies that send jobs overseas.  He opposes a summer gas tax holiday and NAFTA.
	McCain pledged not to raise taxes, then equivocated, saying nothing can be ruled out in negotiating compromises to keep Social Security solvent. He twice opposed Bush's tax cuts, at first because he said they were tilted to the wealthiest and again because of the unknown costs of Iraq war. He now says those tax cuts, expiring in 2010, should be permanent. He proposes cutting the corporate tax rate to 25 percent. McCain would also freeze non-defense, non-veterans discretionary spending for a year and veto earmarks for deficit reduction. He advocates a summer gas tax holiday and supports NAFTA.


	Past voting records of the candidates

	Health-care
	· McCain supported the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) of 1999.

· McCain opposed extending Title X of the Public Health Service Act which provides low-income and uninsured women and families with health care services (1990).
· McCain voted no on reauthorization of the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) which would have provided coverage to 3.2 million uninsured children (S 976).  Obama was a cosponsor of this bill.

· Obama co-sponsored the Healthy Kids Act of 2007 to ensure that more American children have affordable health care coverage. 
· Obama co-sponsored the Prevention First Act to expand access to contraception, health information and preventive services to help reduce unintended pregnancies. The bill also increases funding for family planning and comprehensive sex education that teaches both abstinence and safe sex methods and ends insurance discrimination against contraception, improves awareness about emergency contraception, and provides compassionate assistance to rape victims.
· Obama worked to pass a number of laws in Illinois and Washington to improve the health of women including creating a task force on cervical cancer, providing greater access to breast and cervical cancer screenings, and helping improve prenatal and premature birth services. 

	Ethical & Women’s Issues
	· McCain sponsored the Lobbying, Ethics, and Earmarks Transparency and Accountability Act of 2007, but opposed the Honest Leadership and Open Government Act of 2007.

· McCain voted for the Family Support Act which requires teen mothers who receive public assistance to remain in high school and, in some cases, live with their parents.

· McCain co-sponsored the Family Friendly Workplace Act which provides for flexible work schedules to help employees balance the demands and needs of work and family.

· McCain opposed the Equal Pay Bill for Women (HR 2831). Obama supported this bill.
· McCain opposed S Amdt 3048 that would have increased appropriations to fund health, education and training programs.  Obama supported this bill.
· McCain opposed a proposal to pay for pregnancy prevention programs other than abstinence-only education, including education on emergency contraception such as the morning-after pill. The bill also would have required insurance companies that cover Viagra to also pay for prescription contraception.  McCain also voted against a proposal to send $100 million to communities for teen-pregnancy prevention programs that would have included sex education about contraceptives (S Amdt 244; S Con Res 18). 

· Obama co-sponsored and helped reauthorize the Violence Against Women Act which helps communities, nonprofit organizations, and police combat domestic violence, sexual assault, and stalking, establishes a sexual assault services program, and provides education grants to prevent domestic violence. McCain voted against the original bill in 1994 and its reauthorization in 2007.
· Obama introduced the Microbiocide Development Act which will accelerate the development of products that empower women in the battle against HIV/AIDS.

	Energy & Oil
	· McCain voted against the Energy Policy Act of 2005 and S. Amdt 3039 (2006) both of which would make energy more affordable and sustainable, increase our national security through foreign oil replacement with biofuels and alternative fuels and advanced/hybrid vehicle use, accelerate production and market penetration of clean and renewable energy technologies and generation, and more fully utilize energy efficiency and conservation technologies and practices.  Obama voted for both of these bills.

	Education
	· McCain voted yes on the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004 (HR 1350).

· McCain voted no on $52 million for 21st century community learning centers (S. Amdt. 2287 to HR 3010). Obama voted yes.
· McCain voted no on $5 billion in grants to local educational agencies (Elementary and Secondary Education Amendment; S. Amdt. 2275 to HR 3010). Obama voted yes.
· Obama introduced a bill to increase the maximum Pell Grant award to $5,100. Obama helped pass legislation to achieve that goal in the recent improvements to the Higher Education Act. Obama has also introduced legislation to create Teacher Residency Programs and to increase federal support for summer learning opportunities.

	Defense
	· McCain did not enter a vote on the GI Bill (S Amdt 4083 to HR 2642) which would increase educational compensation for American troops.  He feared it would create an incentive for troops to get out of the military and go to college. Obama was a co-sponsor of the bill.

· McCain voted no to a bill that would give troops more time at home between deployments and prevent troop burn-out (Bill S Amdt 2909 to S Amdt 2011 to HR 1585). 
· McCain opposed S Amdt. 4600 that would increase appropriations for disaster relief. Obama supported this bill.
· McCain opposed S Amdt, 4641 that would fund urgent priorities for firefighters, law enforcement personnel and emergency responders (paid for by eliminating tax breaks for individuals with earnings greater than 1,000,000).  Obama supported this bill.

· McCain opposed s Amdt 3141 that would have assured a stream of funding for veteran’s health care and S Amdt 3007 to increase veteran’s medical services funding.  Obama supported both of these bills.

· Obama introduced the Patriot Employer Act of 2007 which would provide incentives to companies that maintain or increase jobs in the US, pay decent wages, prepare workers for retirement, provide health insurance, and support employees who serve in the military.

	Economy
	· McCain supported HR 4297, the Tax Increase Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005, which extends the tax cuts from Bush’s first term through the end of the decade.
· McCain sponsored an amendment to the IRS Code to provide for a highway fuel tax holiday (S 2890).

· McCain opposed S Amdt 4322 that would increase the minimum wage. Obama supported this bill.
· Obama supported S Amdt 3103 to restore funding for the civil works programs of the Corps of Engineers, the Federal Water Pollution Control State Revolving Fund, the National Park Service, the Forest Service, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Federal conservation programs, and other natural resource needs, through an offset achieved by closing corporate tax loopholes.
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