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Date

Rep. xxx

Address
Washington, DC 

Dear Rep. xx:

We are writing on behalf of the 777 undersigned organizations that are part of the No Child Left Inside Coalition in response to your recent vote against the No Child Left Inside Act (H.R. 3036). As you know, this measure was approved by a bi-partisan vote of 294 to 108. We expect this issue to return before the next Congress, and we would welcome the chance to meet with you to explain our strong support for this legislation.

Our national Coalition is convinced that extending programs in our nation’s elementary and secondary schools to teach our children about the environment is an important goal. In our judgment, environmental education is critical to:     

· Preparing our students to address the energy and natural resources challenges facing our nation;

· Improving student achievement and critical thinking skills; 

· Helping address some of the public health problems facing our youth, such as childhood obesity and attention deficit disorder;  

· Preparing our students for the 21st Century workforce. 

We believe this bill is both needed and sensible. It provides assistance to states, local education and public and private organizations but imposes now new mandates or requirements on states.

The No Child Left Inside Coalition has member organizations in all 50 states and the District of Columbia represents well over 40 million Americans. Our membership includes groups focused on a variety of concerns, including the environment, education, public health and outdoor recreation, as well as several businesses and faith-based organizations. All of these diverse groups share an appreciation for getting students outside to explore and learn about their natural world.

We are hopeful that you will take time to reconsider your position when the legislation returns next year. And we look forward to a continued dialogue in the months ahead about the importance of environmental education.
Sincerely,

The following members of the No Child Left Inside Coalition:
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