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     About a year and a half ago an initiative was started, inspired by the book, “Last Child in the Woods: Saving our Children from Nature-deficit Disorder” by Richard Louv.  Led by the Chesapeake Bay Foundation and the North American Association for Environmental Education, this initiative’s goal is the passage of the federal No Child Left Inside Act. “This legislation would authorize major new funding for states to provide high-quality, environmental instruction. Funds would support outdoor learning activities both at school and in non-formal environmental education centers, teacher training, and the creation of state environmental literacy plans.” (www.eenclb.org). Maryland’s Representative John P. Sarbanes introduced this action into the US House, and it will be voted on when the representatives return to Washington, DC this fall.

     Support for this act has been phenomenal; never before has the grass roots impression on Capital Hill been so strong.  Currently there are over 600 organization representing 43 million people that are part of the coalition, with 15 to 20 more groups joining each day. In addition to those with a strong interest in the environment; education, recreation, health, and religious groups have joined this cause. It is the largest most effective coalition ever seen. 
     When this act is passed, and notice, I am saying “when”, children across the country will all benefit with high quality environmental education. Currently Pennsylvania is the only state where the teaching of environmental education is a stand alone standard.  Children who spend more time outside before age 11 are much more likely to grow up to be environmentally committed as adults,” said Larry Schweiger, President and CEO of the National Wildlife Federation, which is also a member of the NCLI Coalition. “The No Child Left Inside Act will stimulate environmental education nationwide and help ensure our young people have the tools necessary to face environmental challenges, such as global warming, that they will face as adults.”   
     There are many more steps to the day when this act is passed, and your help is needed. Visit www.eenclb.org for more information and to join your organization to the coalition. There are points there to help you take action and advice for contacting your congressmen.  Do not miss this opportunity to be part of this exciting movement! For questions please contact me at rroperti@zoominterenet.net.                                    

